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Campus at a glance

We highlight the campus trending news, updates, programs offered and achievements
made since campus inception.

How to curb Examination iregularities
We take a look at the current measures being employed in other institutions and compare
with the ones applied in Kenya

How Technology has revolutionized teaching in universities
Applying technology to enhance teaching

https://www.facebook.com/
dekut.nairobi

https://twitter.com/dekutcbdcampus

https://nairobicampus.dkut.
ac.ke

Your Destination of Choice for a Diploma/
Degree Programme!!
It’s all so true that the choice of a university to study in whether by individuals and/
or parents, is a momentous decision and with nearly every choice made, a decision
for success or failure is underlined in that choice. So, making the right choice is all the
more important. Well, while we have a number of universities who pride about their
city base and there are equally a number of city campuses for outbound universities;
the DeKUT Nairobi Campus stands out of the pack given its unique and attractive 21st
Century academic programmes couples with its serene and attractive location at
Pension Towers, overlooking the famous and most hospitable Uhuru Park; the picnic
home of choice for Nairobians. DeKUT Nairobi Campus also prides itself of a dedicated, qualified and enthusiastic academic staff and able administrators, to give you
a unique and unparalleled academic experience that is second to none in the city!

Call in person to make an inquiry on our academic programmes and the January
2019 intake in particular, we have a few places still left for the January intake and mark
you, we have a little sweet surprise for you if you refer any new learner to us. For those
unable to visit in person please reach/direct your inquiry to; directornairobi@dkut.
ac.ke or better still via +254 710127516 or through our Face book account dekut.
nairobi, you can also visit our campus website https://nairobicampus.dkut.ac.ke/

Merry Christmas and Happy New-year 2019!!

Rush now and grab your January
2019 entry!!

w

C U R B I N G E X A M C H E AT I N G
Exams are not everyone’s favorite,
but are significant evaluation tool in
any education system. Mostly there
would be no encouragement to learn,
if no one ever gauge what you know.
Many students are learning because of
exam which extends their learning and
through exams; they distinguish their
knowledge and ability. Exam evaluates
student’s skills and enables them to
overcome their nerves.
Globally, regionally and also nationally exam is an effective way to
quantity the knowledge of students at
various levels of education. Essentially it encourages competition among
students. It aids in developing one’s
disposition and self-confidence. However, the process of examinations administration has been greatly affected
by the act of cheating hence bringing a

dimension of distrust of exam results.
Cheating is defined in the dictionary
as, to deceive by trickery; deception,
however the dictionary fails to state if it
is right or wrong to cheat. People have
many different beliefs when it comes to
cheating; some think it’s acceptable to
do so, while majority think it’s immoral
to do so.

and mobile phones, the level of deceitful in examination increased in the country up to 70%. This
raised concern from the government and other
education stakeholders, with the KNEC formulating policies and guidelines on how to deal with the
vice.

Exams cheating are the menace our society is
challenged with today. Students generally don’t
put effort and don’t complete their studies and resort to make up for the lost time through cheating.
In some instances, exam cheating involves everyone in the chain:- students, teachers and parents.
It’s sad to note that teachers who ought to work to
end this practice are involved in this same practice.
Parents have a duty to try to instill hard-work and
trustworthiness in the behaviors of their children.
Nothing is difficult, if we work hard. You can accomplish what we want. You can obtain good marks by
cheating but your conscious will never exonerate
you.
Our society appears to promote that you ought
to do whatsoever it takes to win or succeed. Children don’t like to lose. Our culture seems to say
that it is conventional to step on others as you rise
up. Some parents are scared that their child won’t
have a good job or life if they don’t get to the best
college, which requires the best grades.
In Kenya’s, education system has been under
pressure from exam cheating. The major reason of
fear was the exponential rate of cheating at all levels starting with primary and secondary which have
prejudiced evaluation, assessment and elevations
to the next level. In this incident as technology develops more innovative with the use of computers

In order to eradicate cheating in exam, it’s wise
to understand why students involve themselves in
cheating. Some of the reasons include:- a lack of
confidence, Pressure from parents, teachers, peers
and society to produce good grades, stiff competition to ensure you get to the next level of schooling
among others.
Some of the measures that have been put to
curb this menace by the ministry of education are
banning the visiting of student by the parents, half
team breaks, prayer day, also shortening of exam
period from six weeks to four weeks, and making
head teachers to be in charge of the test of their
respective schools.

How technology is changing teaching approach
Technology has revolutionized the way of
life, making it easier to do work efficiently and cost effectively. The internet is one
of the greatest technologies that has impacted education sector. It is now possible
to acquire knowledge of any kind easily and
everywhere. There is great advancement in
technology especially on the mode of learning delivery and ways of availing content for
study and research to both students and dons.

To enhance the learning experience and to
bridge the benefits got in a physical class,
new technologies are being introduced.
Web conferencing and virtual class recording that can be accessed later has improved
drastically the perception of students and
lecturers. They are now engaging more in
class activities and have become more connected through availed new technologies.
These technologies allow them to have a
virtual one on one interaction with other
students and lecturers, form and participate
in discussion groups; access with ease the
online journals and many more. This makes
them feel like they are attending a physical
class despite the distance. Some students
are comfortably undertaking a complete virtual course because of convenience created.
This is not just another story of future possibilities, visit and enroll at Dedan Kimathi
University to have firsthand experience.

Dedan Kimathi University has not been left
behind; actually, it is one of the few universities in Kenya who have integrated a
working e-learning platform. Lectures are
offered online through advanced systems
that mimic a physical classroom. With current mode of study being blended (This type
of learning involves combining digital learning with physical learning), a milestone will
be achieved in a few months’ time when a Who knew a camera and microphone,
complete course will be offered virtually. which are now integrated in most of our
electronic devices could be used to enIn some institutions, digital learning (e-learn- hance learning and information dissemiing) concentrates on availing well-structured nation in schools? New technologies are
and easily readable content to students. being developed each day. Now talks are
These materials comprise self-assessments about how artificial intelligence can be
and practical tasks after every chapter for used to enhance learning by adapting to
self-evaluation to gauge their understand- individual student preference to enhance
ing. To some extent, this mode of study has motivation. I look forward to this day. Grab
created a culture of readers but isn’t enough the next release for more “tech-edu” news.
to offer a physical class comparative experiBy Kencer Mwirigi
ence. Performance here becomes of concern.

The urge to
enroll
for
PhD was fuelled by the
completion
of my Master degree in
Coffee Economics and
Science from
University of
Udine, Trieste-Italy in 2013. Luck came knocking on my door
when I was awarded a full scholarship from Denmark to pursue a Doctorate Degree at DeKUT. I made
an official application to pursue PhD in Business administration and management at DeKUT in 2014.
I had an informal discussion with Professor Mwita Marwa, then, the Director postgraduate programs in the School of business, regarding pursuing a doctorate in DeKUT, Nairobi Campus. From
then on, things moved pretty fast, as I together
with several others were invited for an interview
at the Nairobi Campus. It was strange when we
were subjected to a two hour interview of which
I passed. I was formally registered for the PhD program in February 2015 and this marked the beginning of my PhD experience in DeKUT. The journey was quite challenging and demanding though
equally loaded with benefits. The most exciting bit
was to be in virtual classes with international professors, classes via Skype meetings and Go-Meetings. This made learning quite thrilling and enjoyable. It was, however not easy to keep travelling
to Nairobi from Nyeri over the weekends to attend classes, bearing in mind that I am a dedicated wife and a committed mother of three children.
From the very beginning, my mind had conceptualized to pursue coffee as my research area. This
idea, was however, greatly modified and improved
as I attended classes and the colloquiums which
were held in Nairobi campus. In the process, I got
very invaluable insights from the lecturers and
classmates and my study topic was fine-tuned.
The program was very rigorous, with a three semesters intensive coursework which ended in
June 2017. This was followed by the proposal /
thesis writing phase which I can confess to have
received a lot of support from my lecturers and
supervisors. My doctorate thesis was entitled “Value Addition Practices in Coffee Cooperative Societies and Sustainability of Coffee Industry in Ken-

ya”. Through God’s grace, I was able to finish my PhD
degree within the prescribed period of three years.
Finally, on 27th April, 2018 I graduated with a PhD in
Business Administration and Management. For this I
am truly indebted to my Professors and three supervisors who were readily available for consultation. Professor Marwa, the director postgraduate programs too,
was instrumental as he kept us on our toes. I am also
truly grateful for the immense support, love and goodwill I got from my husband and three children. It is the
later that enabled me to spend long hours in the office
doing my assignments and writing my Thesis. In general the PhD program was favourable to me particularly
because classes were being offered over the weekends
fortnightly, hence one weekend in class, the other weekend with the family, and still I was able to carry on with
my official duties in the place of work over the week.
Having done my doctorate in coffee, it has really impacted me positively in my career as a coffee specialist.
I have been able to understand the coffee value chain
from the seed to the cup hence a seasoned coffee professional as a Coffee Expert and a Q- Grader. In the
national and international arena I have been awarded with various awards with the most recent being an
Academic Excellence Award by the Ministry of Agriculture, Livestock and Fisheries for outstanding academic
qualification in coffee. My passion in coffee is still growing and this is what I love, like and enjoy doing most:
drinking coffee, talking coffee and cupping coffee; that
is me; Dr. Regina. To God be the Glory for the far He
has brought me, it’s just by His grace I am what I am.

This is what I love, like and enjoy doing most.
Dr. Regina Mwangi

LIBRARY UPDATE
In this era of rapid technological changes and the
changing needs of students and faculty it is necessary for our library to advance forward and hand in
hand with the modern digital technologies. The DeKUT Nairobi CBD Campus library has implemented
KOHA library management system to replace the
Mandarin library system which has been previously used. Currently the KOHA system is being used
for circulation of library materials and also for the
Online Public Access Catalogue (OPAC). Some of
the benefits that KOHA will bring to our students
include:
1. Off campus access where searches for library
resources can be carried out from any point as
long as there is internet connectivity.

through Union catalog and interlibrary loan service.
Furthermore the catalogue consolidates the entire
database allowing researchers to search through
collections to which they would not otherwise have
access, such as manuscript collections. Our students
are encouraged to visit the library and learn more on
KOHA and how to use the OPAC.
Our library also provides access to stable internet for
carrying out online searches and reading, OPAC, checking and sending mail etc. Students can access the library
OPAC and view all resources that are available through
the link provided: https://library.dkut.ac.ke

By Beatrice Luvale
A link to the most current journal
https://jasetdjournal.dkut.ac.ke/

2. Personal accounts for all library users to enable
access to their accounts and check their status.
3. Automatic generation and sending of various
notices and alerts on fines, overdue books etc,
to patrons.
4. Self-registration and renewal of library materials
by students and staff.
5. Easy access to information due to effective
searching and issuing of items.
6. KOHA is Mobile Friendly through its mobile
ready responsive layout which makes it ideal for
viewing on tablets and phones.
7. Fast processing of library items, hence quick
availability of new library items.
8. Through KOHA system, our library catalogue has
been directly linked to the Online Computer Library Center (OCLC) WorldCat, the largest OPAC
in the world. This will facilitate a wider access
to a comprehensive coverage from all over the
World.
9. Locating and requesting of information materials from other libraries can now be facilitated

DO YOU KNOW YOUR LIBRARY?

Did you know that we have a virtual library?
The internet and the wed technologies are the thing to go
with. As a university of technology the library has embraced
this trend of virtual library. Virtual library is a collection of
information resources available electronically. Our virtual
library contains thousands of current information materials
including e-books data bases, e-journals, tutorials, subject
guides and also past papers among others. The impact of
virtual library is lifelong learning as it is easy to read or research from everywhere. For the uses who want to perform
research for purposes of publication, learning, or other reasons there are searchable citation and full-text databases,
relevant journals for use.

Pictorial

Nairobi campus staff
during the visit to
Ruiru prisons

Bereavements

E d w i n Ayi e k o a masters stu dent and also ou r p art time
l e c t ure r at t he c amp u s p assed away late December 2 018.
The Nai ro bi c am pu s sends a messag e of condolences to
t he fam i l y o f M r. Edwin.

Edition trivia
SUDOKU
Instructions
Fill in the blanks so that each row, each column, and each of the nine 3x3 grids contain one
instance of each of the numbers 1 through 9. The Solution will be provided in the next edition.
Have fun!

