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Institutional repositories 

1.0 DEKUT Institutional repository 

The Repository is an initiative of the University library and contributes to the commitment of the university 

to support research activities. It provides an open access platform to capture, store, index, and distribute 

globally a wide range of research outputs, including masters and doctoral theses, produced by the 

university’s researchers and postgraduate students. The aim of the Repository is to promote the 

University’s research profile by exposing DEKUT research outputs online. This will assist in increasing 

citation rates and the impact of DEKUT research.  

The repository is a complement to traditional research publishing channels, not a replacement. It provides 

University researchers and postgraduate students secure, stable and long term storage of their materials 

in a centralized location. 

1.1 DEKUT Digital Repository  

The DeKUT institutional repository is an archive for collecting, preserving, and disseminating digital copies 

of the intellectual output of an institution, particularly a research institution. DeKUT utilizes DSPACE as its 

software. The Institutional Repository is a composition of Documents and audio files to cater purposes of 

disability main streaming.  

And it will:  

i. Provide free, searchable access to this output and make possible its long‐term archiving and 

preservation. 

ii.  Provide a permanent record of the intellectual output of DEKUT. 

iii.  Operate as a non‐profit, non‐commercial, open access, institution‐wide repository with the 

aim of preserving and disseminating the scholarly output and other selected outputs of the 

University.  

At institutional level, the benefits of an institutional repository include: 

i. Showcasing the University’s scholarly footprint.  

ii. Increasing the visibility, reputation and prestige of the university. 

iii. Demonstrating the scientific, social and economic relevance of the institution’s research 

activities. 

iv.  Enhancing opportunities for communication and collaboration between individual 

researchers, and research teams; individual creative artists and groups.  

v. Acting as a route for the institution to take part in providing open access to scholarly works. 

vi.  Providing long‐term preservation to research outputs. 

vii.  Acting as an effective marketing tool. 

 

 



2.0 Benefits of a Repository Individual Researchers:  

The benefits of depositing scholarly works to an open repository are numerous. By contributing research 

work to a repository, the author will be:  

i. Making research more visible on the web.  

ii. Reaching a wider readership via free access to research.  

iii. Achieving higher citation rates and impact. 

iv. Contributing to open access to research. 

3.0 Content Policy  

The repository shall accept submissions of the following types of materials:  

i. Journal articles  

ii. Theses and Dissertations.  

iii. Learning Objects (past papers, lecture notes and presentations).  

iv. Conference and Workshop Proceedings.  

v. Books and book chapters.  

vi. Technical reports, commissioned reports, and other un‐refereed research outputs.  

vii. Newsletters of significant research groups.  

viii. Other materials produced by academic/research staff  

4.0 DeKUT institutional repository 

The DeKUT institutional repository is organized as follows 

• Academic Research Papers  

• Books, Book Reviews and Book Chapters  

• Conference Proceedings  

• DeKUT Academic Staff Profile  

• Dedan Kimathi University of Technology Presented Conference Papers  

• Dedan Kimathi University of Technology Staff Thesis  

• Dedan Kimathi University of Technology Graduation Booklets  

• Dedan Kimathi University of Technology Policies and Guidelines  

• Dedan Kimathi University of Technology Unique Ventures  

• Doctoral Theses and Dissertations (PHD)  

• Journals  

• Master’s Thesis and Dissertations  

• Public Lectures and Speeches  

• Undergraduate Projects  

The repository is organized as follows Community, Sub‐community, and collections. 

For example, Academic Research Papers is a community. Under that community, is a sub‐community which 

in our case comprises of schools and institutes. 

•  DeKUTES  

• Geothermal Training and Research Institute  

• Institute of Criminology, Forensics and Security Studies  

• Institute of Food Bioresources Technology  

• Institute of Geomatics, GIS & Remote Sensing (IGGReS)  

• Institute of Technical and Professional Studies  

• Institute of Tourism and Hospitality Management  

• Library and Information Sciences  

• School of Business Management & Economics  



• School of Engineering  

• School of Health Sciences  

• School of IT and Computer Sciences  

• School of Science  

Each sub‐community is further sub‐divided to collections. The collections represent respective 

departments under various schools. For example, the following collections are found under School of 

Engineering 

• Civil Engineering  

• Electrical Engineering  

• Mechanical Engineering  

• Mechatronics  

• Technical Education  

5.0 Conclusion 

The Institutional Repository can be accessed at http://repository.dkut.ac.ke:8080/xmlui/ and the 

collections are growing by the day. The Repository is an archive to the university research output and it 

shows the world what research is available. Feel welcome to utilize this valuable service and resource here 

at the DeKUT library.  

 


